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Native Plant Sale Committee members prepared materials for the 2019 sale. Pam Fornell, 
Dottie Churchwell, Judy Troia, Susie Berg, Linda Eisele, Pat Henrikson, and Barbara Martin

Native Plant Sale Memories

In 1990, a group of 15 volunteers held the fi rst annual Friends of the 
Arboretum Native Plant Sale. It was a labor of love they took on in order 

to raise funds for the Arboretum and encourage the use of native plants in 
landscaping. Their efforts were a resounding success — all 1,100 plants were 
sold in the fi rst hour! Since then, the sale has grown to a festive event that 
brings over a thousand customers to a big tent at the Arboretum each May. 

When I attended my fi rst sale in 2001, I was blown away by the hundreds of 
available plant species and the knowledgeable consultants in the tent. Before 
long, I was volunteering for the sale. I found it satisfying to work as a cog in 
that well-oiled machine, and become more involved every year. In 2016, I 
was hired as the Native Plant Sale coordinator. Thank goodness I had the help 
of Arboretum staff, the Native Plant Sale committee, and scores of long-time 
volunteers who knew how to get it all done. 

Because of the pandemic, we will not hold the tent sale this year; however, 
hundreds of customers have placed orders on our new webstore. This year, 
we’ve sold more plants than ever before! It will take more than one curbside 
pickup day to get all those plants into customers’ hands. Managing that 
process will be my fi nal challenge as coordinator. 

After this year’s sale, I will be retiring. The Friends’ Board has found a terrifi c 
person with lots of relevant experience to step into that role next year. I’ve already 
been working with Mary Chandler this year, as she served on the FOA Board 
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Native Plant Sale Memories cont. from page 1

and co-chaired the Native Plant Sale committee with me, 
taking the lead on website development and contributing 
fresh new ideas for publicity. Her 
can-do attitude and unfl appable 
nature have made her a pleasure 
to work with and I feel confi dent 
that I will be leaving the sale in 
good hands. Thanks to all the 
experts, hardworking volunteers, 
and enthusiastic gardeners who 
make the sale so much fun!

— Karen Deaton, Native Plant Sale Coordinator

FOA Subgrant Award
Friends of the Arboretum is pleased to announce receipt 
of a University of Wisconsin–Madison Arboretum 
WATER subgrant.

This award will be used to provide rain garden materials, 
educational materials, and one-on-one consulting for 
design and follow-up care for rain gardens in the Lake 
Wingra watershed. Our vision is to use this grant to 
empower watershed neighbors to create and care for 
rain gardens on their property in an effort to contribute 
to larger stormwater management initiatives at the 
Arboretum. Watch for more information about the 
progress we’re making in future issues of NewsLeaf.

— Alli Wenman, FOA Board member

To support this, Friends of the Arboretum received a 
subaward that is part of an Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Assistance Agreement awarded to the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison Arboretum. 
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of the

Arboretum

  My check is enclosed. Please make check 
payable to UW–Madison Arboretum.

 Mail to:  Friends of the Arboretum
1207 Seminole Highway
Madison, WI 53711

 Please charge my credit card.

Credit Card # ______________________________

Expiration ________________ 3-digit code ______

Name as it appears on card:

__________________________________________

 Patron Friend, $1,000

 Lifetime Friend, $5,000

 Other, $__________

 Supporting Friend, $70

 Sustaining Friend, $125 

 Legacy Friend, $300

Friends of the Arboretum Contribution
Yearly contributions for individuals and families are available at several levels

Please print.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ________________________  State _____  Zip  ______________

E-mail  ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

We respect your privacy. Information will not be sold or shared. 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Your FOA Donations at Work
When the world shut down a year ago, Friends of the 
Arboretum, along with all of you, had no idea what we 
were in for. With brand new board members learning the 
ropes, spring renewal letters scheduled and Luncheon-
Lectures still on the books, we had to learn to adjust and 
grow. Our ‘Friends’ kept us going. Your continued fi nancial 
support during this time not only kept spirits high, it 
helped fund new initiatives like a brand new e-commerce 
site, virtual Lunchtime Lectures and a fi rst-ever online 
Native Plant Sale. We are happy to report that fi nancial 
contributions to Friends of the Arboretum have grown 
during the pandemic. Without your help we never would 
have been able to launch these virtual options that have 
allowed us to reach a much broader audience. Thank you 
for all you do! Here are just a few examples of the projects 
and programs your contribution supported:

• Brand new Friends of the Arboretum website allowing 
for online purchases, foamadison.org

• Virtual offering of the Lunchtime Lecture Series
• Outdoor educational opportunities such as last 

summer’s outdoor learning area
— Erica Lee, Development Specialist, UW–Madison Arboretum 



Due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions at the University, 
it is anticipated that the Lunchtime Lectures will once 

again be virtual — at least until January. As you can see below, 
a wonderful group of speakers has been arranged for next 

Lunchtime Lectures Series 2021 –  2022 

September 2021: Breathing Life into a Living Collection 
for Plant Research – Ingrid Jordon-Thaden, Director of 
Botany Gardens and Greenhouses, UW–Madison
As Director of the Botany Garden and Greenhouses since November 
2017, I have focused on finding and bringing campus-wide research 
interests into our space. This presentation will illustrate the wide 
variety of research topics that have been developing in our facility 
with our amazing living collection of plants. Our 8000 square feet of 
greenhouse space is home to 12 different habitats and can therefore 
provide growth conditions for plants all over the world. We are able 
to provide space as well as use of our permanent living collection for 
researchers to tackle questions from plant taxonomy and systematics 
and ecology to genetics and biomimicry. The role of botanical gardens 
and their associated greenhouse spaces in the history of plant science 
will be explored. The future of these collections and their renewed role 
in biodiversity science and climate change research will be discussed.

October 2021: Nature Photography – Glenn Chambliss, 
Birdwatcher and Professor Emeritus of Bacteriology, 
UW–Madison
People are endlessly fascinated by the natural world that surrounds 
us. Capturing on film the beauty, sense of freedom and a bit of 
the essence of inhabitants of that world are primary goals of my 
photography. In this lecture we will explore various aspects of 
nature photography, from the equipment involved and its use, to 
finding and photographing subjects. Along the way, we will delve 
into the importance of composition, lighting, exposure and focus. 
The brief survey of technical requirements will provide context for 
viewing photographs I have taken locally and far afield of birds 
ranging from Tundra Swans to Hummingbirds, insects and flowers.

November 2021: What’s Up North: An Overview of 
Current Research at Trout Lake Station – Gretchen 
Gerrish, Director of the Trout Lake Station, Center for 
Limnology, UW–Madison
UW Trout Lake Station is in the Northwoods near Boulder Junction, 
WI and has hosted research on Wisconsin lakes and adjacent 
landscapes since 1925, with continuous monitoring of 7 regional 
lakes since 1981. This talk will provide an overview of current 
and upcoming research framed within the long-term data and 
perspectives provided at the almost 100-year-old station.  

January 2022: The Pheasant Branch Creek Corridor 
Rebuilding and Restoration Saga – Mark Wegner, City 
of Middleton Assistant Director of Public Lands-Forestry 
and Conservancy Lands, and The Friends of Pheasant 
Branch Conservancy, Growing a Prairie – Hans Hilbert, 
Co-President, Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy
Mark: This talk will shed light on the cleanup, planning, rebuilding, 
and restoration of the Pheasant Branch Creek Corridor including 
insights on FEMA, community planning, politics, and the dollars 
needed to repair the devastating damages of the 2018 flood event.   
Hans: While the Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy is not 
a landowner, we have played a critical role in the acquisition of 
property to expand the conservancy. A history of land acquisition 

by the Friends will be presented including our most recent work 
assisting Dane County in restoring 160 acres of farmland to prairie.

February 2022: Cranes of Wisconsin – Hillary Thompson, 
Biologist at the International Crane Foundation
Wisconsin is home to both the most abundant and the rarest 
crane species in the world, the Sandhill Crane and the Whooping 
Crane. The International Crane Foundation works to ensure both 
species have what they need to thrive in our home state. We work 
to reintroduce the endangered Whooping Crane into the Eastern 
Flyway, building on lessons we have learned from Sandhill Cranes 
and their conservation success story. Learn about Sandhill and 
Whooping Cranes in Wisconsin and the important work being done 
at the International Crane Foundation to help both species thrive.

March 2022: Grassland 2.0: Restoring Prairie and 
People to Livestock Agriculture – Randy Jackson, 
Campbell-Bascom Professor of Grassland Ecology, 
Department of Agronomy, UW–Madison
Grassland 2.0 is agriculture designed in the image of the 
original grasslands of the Midwest — the tallgrass prairie. 
Thoughtful management of perennial grasslands can restore the 
lost functionality of these ecosystems, create viable business 
opportunities that diversify production systems, buffer farms from 
volatile markets and fragile supply chains, and improve the health 
and well-being of communities.

April 022: Invasive Plant Identification and Management: 
From Hand-Pulling to Biocontrol – Anne Pearce, 
Wisconsin First Detector Network Coordinator
Invasive plants continue to impact Wisconsin’s natural resources, 
economy, and even our own health! We’ll highlight some up-and-
coming invasive plants. Then we’ll delve into management methods 
from hand-pulling to chemical control to biocontrol and discuss 
how to decide which methods to use in different situations.

May 2022: Everyone Is Listening for Something – 
Douglas Hill, Emeritus Professor of Music, UW–Madison
Douglas Hill will present and discuss excerpts from four of his 
original compositions, inspired by the wilderness writings of Leopold, 
Olson, Derleth or Thoreau...the setting of word rhythms and subtle 
inferences from the selected language, the application of vocal 
qualities and instrumental tone colors to suggest images and specific 
elements of the wilderness, and, ultimately, how these choices work 
together to celebrate the wonders of the natural world through music.

June 2022: May T. Watts, the Morton Arboretum, 
and the Origins of the Illinois Prairie Path – William 
Barnett, Professor of History at North Central College in 
Naperville, Illinois
May Theilgaard Watts was a beloved naturalist at Chicago’s 
Morton Arboretum and her grassroots campaign established the 
Illinois Prairie Path in three years. She represented a distinctly 
Midwestern set of ideas, linking earlier conservationists and 1960s 
environmentalism with a strong focus on nature study and a deep 
concern about suburban sprawl and the loss of farms and prairies.

year and dates are being secured. 
Our e-newsletter The LEAF and the 
summer issue of NewsLeaf will have 
complete details about registration.
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The UW–Madison Arboretum, Olbrich Botanical 
Garden, Schumacher Library, and UW–Madison 
Steenbock Library are continuing to host their  book 
discussion series. This book group is open to volunteers 
from Olbrich Botanical Gardens, and the Arboretum, 
Lakeshore Nature Preserve, and Allen Centennial 
Garden. Join us for one or all of these upcoming 
informative and engaging discussions. Please RSVP 
to Amy O’Shea at AOShea@cityofmadison.com or 
(608) 246-5805.

Blue Iris by Mary Oliver and a nature poetry discussion 
in general (to celebrate National Poetry Month and 
Earth Day), Thursday, April 22, 6:30–8:00 P.M.

Vesper Flights by Helen MacDonald, 
Sunday, July 18, 1:00–2:30 P.M.

Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our 
Worlds, Change Our Minds, and Shape 
Our Futures by Merlin Sheldrake, 
Thursday, October 21, 6:30–8:00 P.M.

Fire Rescue
Today they are burning the prairie —
spreading a blanket of fi re
over last year’s bluestem
and blazing star, wrapping it
about the bases of the bur oaks,
smoothing it over knoll
and fl atland, tucking its edges in carefully
and squaring the corners. It is a kindness,
not a punishment, this act:
prairie plants are rooted so deep
they welcome fl ames,
and the soft black coverlet left behind
will warm in the waxing sunshine
and nurture new green life
beneath its comforting darkness.
Come back in a week —
you’ll see.

— Kathy Dodd Miner (1999)

2021 Collaborative Garden/Nature Book Discussion Series 

More Than Just Words
For an organization to run effi ciently and with purpose, it 
is important for all to clearly understand the mission. As 
such, the FOA board undertook an effort to ensure that 
the language that we use  to guide our work (our Mission 
Statement) clearly and concisely articulates who we are 
and why we exist.
Fortunately, much of that work had been done for us! The 
wisdom and knowledge of former board members laid out 
the perfect groundwork for us and made our job very easy. 
Our review revealed that our true mission was already on 
our webpage! The only change that was necessary was 
identifying it as our mission rather than our vision.
Know that the FOA Board is committed to upholding our 
mission:

Friends of the Arboretum builds positive relationships 
between people and the land through support of the 
UW–Madison Arboretum.

— Laurel Sukup, FOA Board Member


