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In Time of
Silver Rain

In time of silver rain
The earth
Puts forth new life again.
Green grasses grow
And flowers lift their heads,
All over the plain
The wonder spreads
Of life,
Of life,
Of life!

In time of silver rain
The butterflies
Lift silken wings
To catch a rainbow cry,
And trees put forth
New leaves to sing
In joy beneath the sky
As down the roadway
Passing boys and girls
Go singing, too
In time of silver rain
When spring
And Life
Are new.

—Langston Hughes

Join Us for the 37t Native Plant
Tent Sale Saturday, May 16, 2026

Our ever-popular Native Plant Tent Sale returns to
u the Arboretum in 2026! The tent sale has been a
success for many years due to the excellent selection
of high-quality plants and the energy and devotion
of our dedicated volunteers. We will offer over 130
species of flowering perennials, ground covers,
sedges, and grasses. While you shop at the tent sale,
ecologists and naturalists will be available to discuss
your plants and answer related questions.

Like last year, we offer citizen science kits which
allow you to report your
sightings of the pollinators that visit your native plants.

Come early to avoid lines. Even better, if you're a Friend of
the Arboretum, join the early shopping at 9:00 a.m. Sales
to the public begin at 10:00 a.m. and will continue until
plants sell out.

For a list of available plants and information on each
species, and descriptions of our citizen science kits, visit
our store at foamadison.org. We will provide regular
updates on the website. If you're interested in volunteering
at the tent sale, email npscoordinator@foamadison.org.

Help support the UW-Madison Arboretum by shopping
at the tent sale. We look forward to seeing you there!



An Update from Arboretum
Director Patrick Bohlen

It’s been a year and a half
since Patrick Bohlen joined the
UW-Madison Arboretum as
director. We touched base with
Patrick to hear his thoughts
and reflections about the first
phase of his leadership role.

What have you learned
while leading the
Arboretum this past year?
During my first year and a

half leading this extraordinary
organization, | have learned a
tremendous amount about its history and its role in the university
and community. The Arboretum benefits from the contributions
of many wonderful people, including our incredible, talented
staff, our many UW-Madison collaborators and partners, and our
dedicated friends and volunteers. Learning about all the ways
that various people contribute to and connect with our mission
has been essential to my role as director and is one of the most
rewarding aspects of my job.

Patrick Bohlen

What are your priorities moving forward?

One major priority for me when | arrived was to strengthen
the Arboretum’s research program. We hired Jared Beck as our
new research ecologist last June, and he has a great vision for
moving the research program forward in exciting new directions.
| am keen to strengthen our ties to campus by reinvigorating
our connections to relevant programs and faculty and building
stronger ties with students and staff. We have some pressing
facilities issues that we need to address, and | hope to make
progress on those issues in the coming years. Our hundredth
anniversary is only eight years away, so it’s not too early to
start planning.

What are your biggest challenges in achieving

your vision?

One of the great strengths of the Arboretum is its illustrious
history, but it can be a challenge to initiate change while
carrying the weight of that legacy. This is a general challenge for
all new leaders at UW-Madison, because part of what makes the
university great also makes it resistant to change. The challenge
is to propose and implement changes in ways that honor history
while recognizing the need to innovate.

Is there anything you'd like to say to Friends?

It has been a true pleasure to work with the Friends. The
Arboretum is very fortunate to have a strong, well-operating
Friends board. Board members bring a breadth of accomplishments
and talents to the table and all of them take their roles seriously
with dedication and enthusiasm. | am enormously grateful to the
board and all Friends who contribute to the Arboretum’s success.

Luncheon Lectures

April-June 2026

Events are held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Arboretum
Visitor Center. A buffet lunch is followed by an educational
presentation. Register online at foamadison.org or send a check
payable to FOA to Friends of the Arboretum, 1207 Seminole Hwy.,
Madison, WI 53711. The cost of each luncheon lecture is $48.

Blue Plate Catering of Madison will continue to provide culinary
services for the series this year. Enjoy the tasty cuisine!

Meet an Arboretum staff member. An Arboretum staff member
will be seated at each table during the meal and presentation

Thursday April 16, 2026: Wisconsin Waters: Exploring their
Geology and Ancient Stories by Scott Spoolman, Science Writer
and Author.

Wednesday May 20, 2026: Bird-friendly Coffee and Chocolate
Tasting and the Songbirds You’ll Save by Lisa Gaumnitz,
Coordinator of Save Our Songbirds and Amy Haban, Owner and
CEO of Barnwood Coffee Company.

Tuesday June 2, 2026: Eyes on the Skies by Dr. James Lattis,
Director, UW-Madison Space Place and Faculty Associate, UW-
Madison Department of Astronomy.

Sustainability Share Fair

In February, Midvale Heights Community Association and
Sequoya Library hosted a Community Share Fair. The event
gave the local community a venue to discuss new and fun
approaches to sustainability and allowed participants to meet
experts, join activities, see demonstrations, and engage with
sustainable vendors on topics such as conservation, pollinators,
low/zero-waste practices, native gardening, and renewable
energy. Board members Judy Cardin and Kate VandenBosch
represented Friends at the event as featured guests. Throughout
the two-hour event, they were kept busy in conversations with
people interested in gardening with native plants and volunteer
opportunities at the Arboretum. The organizers were pleased
with the turnout and
hope to host a similar
event next year.

Kate VandenBosch
said, “The fair was

a great opportunity
to answer questions
about gardening for
biodiversity and to
highlight our native
plant sale. We felt we
were among kindred
spirits and would be
happy to come back
for a future event.”
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Left to right, Judy Cardin and Kate
VandenBosch
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Meet a Friend of the Arboretum:
Patrick Eagan

Patrick Eagan is a long-time supporter of Friends. He is a UW-Madison emeritus professor
of Civil and Environmental Engineering, the Nelson Institute of Environmental Studies,
and Outreach. Also, while at UW-Madison he served in the institution’s first Office of
Sustainability and worked internationally on sustainability and industrial green design
development. Since his retirement, he has been a key resource for the Wisconsin Energy
Conservation Corporation and has served on the Southern Wisconsin Bird Alliance board.
Currently, he volunteers for the U.S. Forest Service. He’s an avid nature photographer.

What motivates you to support the Arboretum?

The Arboretum is an international leader in research on land restoration and related
education and outreach. In addition, the Arboretum provides a space for people to
experience high quality interactions with nature in all four seasons. It is an island of peace
surrounded by developed land and a busy highway.

What’s your favorite place in the Arboretum?

My favorite sites in the Arboretum are the oak savannas and any good spots to watch
and photograph birds, depending on the season. Over the years | have enjoyed watching
and photographing birds, like pileated woodpeckers building nests in trees and sand hill
cranes raising their young.

What other connections do you have with the Arboretum?

My involvement with the Arboretum goes back many years. When my wife and | were
graduate students in the mid-1970s, we took many bike rides and walks in the Arboretum.
Later, we lived near the Grady tract, which was a wonderful place to walk, run, and cross-
country ski. | enjoyed running there for many years, when | still could run! As a parent
and a grandparent, the Arboretum has been a great place to help our kids and grandkids
learn about nature.

| served on the Friends board from 2003 to 2006. During that time, among other honors,
| chaired the selection committee for the John T. Curtis Award for Career Excellence in
Ecological Restoration. | also served on the Stormwater Committee in 2006. | feel blessed
to have had so many connections to the Arboretum.

Spring 2026

Your Donations at Work

This spring your support is making a
difference across the Arboretum. Thanks
to you, since July, 2025 over $150,000
in flexible funding has been raised for
the Friends of the Arboretum Annual
Fund. Your support has a direct impact
on the daily work at the Arboretum.
From garden collections and natural
area restorations, to research, volunteer
resources and trail maintenance, your gift
touches every part of the Arboretum’s
mission. Moreover, your donations
support public programming, ensuring
that popular events like weekend family
nature walks continue to be offered

at no cost. We greatly appreciate your
commitment and partnership. Whether
you donated during the end of year
giving appeal, the Day of the Badger or
Fill the Hill events, or the recent spring
campaign, every gift has an impact!

In addition to your gifts to the annual
fund, Friends events (like the Native
Plant Sale, Luncheon Lectures, and
trips) generate additional proceeds
that are used to help offset the costs
of Arboretum priority initiatives. This
spring, the Friends board approved
$37,000 from such proceeds to help pay
for three crucial pieces of land care and
maintenance equipment:

« Utility Vehicle. The current utility
vehicle has aged beyond its useful
life and must be replaced. A
multitude of the Arboretum’s daily
land management and stewardship
operations rely on this vehicle.

Brush Mower. Likewise, the current
brush mower has aged beyond its
useful life and must be replaced.
The land care team regularly uses
the brush mower to clear brush and
trim in areas that a forestry mower
cannot access.

Stump Grinder. A stump grinder is
needed to facilitate new plantings
in Longenecker Gardens, the native
plant garden, and other natural
areas where existing stumps pose
an impediment to replanting or
equipment access.
Thank you for your tremendous support
of the Friends annual fund and to the
Friends organization for its essential
contributions for Arboretum priority
initiatives.
—Erica Lee,
Advancement Manager,
UW-Madison Arboretum
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Upcoming Trips

Register online at foamadison.org or send check payable to FOA:

Friends of the Arboretum, 1207 Seminole Hwy., Madison, W1 53711.

Washburn Observatory: Eyes on the Night Sky, April 18
Join us at the Washburn
Observatory on the UW-
Madison campus for a
night of history, astronomy
facts and stargazing. The
observatory was built

in 1878 and has been

the site of several major
discoveries. During this
event, observatory staff
will share the history of
the building and telescope, show attendee’s interesting stars and
planets, and answer questions. The trip is scheduled from 9:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. We will meet at the Washburn Observatory.
Please note that the observatory is not handicap accessible. Due
to the reliance on clear skies, a rain date is scheduled for April 25.
Cost: $40 per person.

Horicon Marsh: Riverboat Tour and Education Center,
May 27

Currently sold out. For waitlist information, contact Allison Eyring-
Green at (608) 890-2555.

Aldo Leopold and International Crane Foundations,
June 19
Of the sandhill crane, Aldo Leopold remarked, “When we hear it
call, we hear no mere bird. We hear the trumpet in the orchestra
of evolution.” On this inspiring trip, we will visit Leopold’s shack,
where he wrote A Sand County Almanac, and walk the prairie

i 5y that he
restored.
W Aftera
catered
lunch at the
Leopold
Foundation,
we will take a
guided tour
= of the nearby
International

Crane Foundation whose mission is the preservation of 15 crane
species worldwide. The trip is scheduled from 7:45 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. The trip includes transportation by comfortable coach,
entrance fees and guided tour, catered lunch, water and snacks.
Cost $125 per person.

Epic Gardens and Cave
of the Mounds, July
Join us in mid-July for a
guided horticultural tour
of the gardens at the Epic
headquarters in Verona
and a visit to Cave of the
Mounds in western Dane
County. The Epic tour will
provide a scenic overview
of Epic’s Storybook and
Academy campus gardens.

for lunch and a guided tour
of some of the oldest cave
formations in the Midwest!
We are finalizing details
over the next few weeks,
so keep an eye on the
Friends website for more
information.




